Bachelor of Social Work (BSW)

USC Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work
Full-time Enrollment, In Person (8 Semesters)

Curriculum Snapshot

The Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) requires completion of 128 units to complete a
Bachelor's degree at USC. The following course sequence represents the recommended
four-year course plan for the 2026 - 2027 curriculum and may be subject to change.

Semester 1: 16 units

SOWK 110: Thriving: Connecting Wellness, Identity, and Systems (4 Units)
GE-C (1 of 2) (4 Units)
GE-B (1 of 2) (4 Units)
WRIT 150: Writing and Critical Reasoning (4 Units)

Semester 2: 16 units

SOWK 210: Global Well-Being and Human Performance (4 Units)
GESM (4 Units)
GE-C (2 of 2) (4 Units)
GE-G (4 Units)
Semester 3: 16 units

SOWK 300: Foundations of Social Work (4 Units)
GE-F (4 Units)
GE-H (4 Units)
GE-D (4 Units)
Semester 4: 16 units

SOWK 306: Introduction to Human Behavior and the Social Environment (4 Units)
SOWK 330: Intercultural Humility in Social Work (4 Units)
SOWK 346: Evidence-Based Social Work Practice (EBSWP) (4 Units)
GE-B (2 of 2) (4 Units)
Semester 5: 16 units

SOWK 423A: Macro Practice |: Engagement and Assessment (4 Units)
SOWK 336: Social Work Policy Advocacy for Social Change (4 Units)
WRIT 340: Advanced Writing (4 Units)
Social Work Elective (4 Units)
Semester 6: 16 units

SOWK 423B: Macro Practice I: Engagement and Assessment (4 Units)
SOWK 323: Intercultural Coaching, Care Coordination and Perspectives (4 Units)
GE-E (4 Units)

GE-A (4 Units)



Semester 7: 16 units

SOWK 425A: Micro/Mezzo Practice II: Intervention & Evaluation (4 Units)
SOWK 491: Practicum (4 Units)
Elective (4 Units)
Elective (4 Units)
Semester 8: 16 units

SOWK 425B: Micro/Mezzo Practice II: Intervention & Evaluation (4 Units)
SOWK 493: Practicum (4 Units)
Elective (4 Units)
Elective (4 Units)

Writing Requirements, 8 units

University GE Requirements, 24 - 40 units

e WRIT 150 Writing and Critical
Reasoning

e WRIT 340 Advanced Writing

Practicum Requirement

As part of the BSW program, students will
complete a 440-hour practicum requirement
during their final year.

Lab Hours: 20
Practicum Hours in Social Work Setting: 420
Total Number of Hours: 440

BSW Practicum Education provides hands-
on experience in a professional social work
setting. Practicum allows students to apply
classroom learning in real-world
environments, develop essential practice
skills, and engage directly with individuals,
families, and communities. Students will be
placed in community-based agencies and
supported by both a Practicum Instructor
and Faculty. Practicum Education offers a
structured learning experience that prepares
students for entry-level professional social
work practice.

Core Literacies

There are six categories in which eight
courses are required:

GE-A The Arts (1 course)

GE-B Humanistic Inquiry (2 courses)
GE-C Social Analysis (2 courses)

GE-D Life Sciences (1 course)

GE-E Physical Sciences (1 course)
GE-F Quantitative Reasoning (1 course)

One of Core Literacies must be satisfied
through a General Education Seminar during
the freshman year.

Global Perspectives

Students must complete one course from each

list:

e GE-G Citizenship in a Global Era “w” (1
course)

e GE-H Traditions and Historical
Foundations “p” (1 course)

Courses in the Global Perspectives categories
can also satisfy Core Literacies requirements.
Learn more at https://dornsife.usc.edu/ge/

1 GE-C and GE-F satisfied by major
requirements.



https://dornsife.usc.edu/ge/

