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Professional and Research Interests: Etiology and treatment of substance use, mental health disorders, and 
physical pain; The impact of trauma and adverse experiences on health and well-being; Military personnel and 
veteran behavioral health; Biopsychosocial models of health; Developmental and affective science; Artificial 
intelligence and technology for behavioral health; Contemplative (e.g., mindfulness-based) interventions 
 
Professional Experience: 
8/21 – Present NIH Predoctoral Fellow (F31), University of Southern California 
08/19 – 7/23 Graduate Assistant, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
02/17 – 7/19 Social Worker, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA 
08/15 – 02/17 Social Worker and Research Fellow, VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Pittsburgh, PA 
07/14 – 06/15 Behavioral Health Clinician, Hinsdale Family Medicine Center, Hinsdale, IL 
11/13 – 06/14 Clinical Research Assistant, University of Chicago Medical Center, Chicago, IL 
08/13 – 06/14 Youth Development Mentor, YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
Teaching Experience 
2023 Instructor: Science of Social Work (master’s course), University of Southern California 
2023 Lab Instructor: Multiple Regression (doctoral course), University of Southern California 
2022 Lab Instructor: Introductory Statistics (doctoral course), University of Southern California 
2022 Teaching Assistant: Social Work Practice in Integrated Care Settings (master’s course), University 
 of Southern California 
 
Selected Honors and Service Activities: 
Student Leader, USC Center for AI in Society (2020 – Present) 
Member, USC Social Work Doctoral Student Association (2019 – Present)  
Excellence in Research Award, USC Institute for Addiction Science (2023) 
Travel Award, Collaborative Perspectives on Addiction Annual Meeting (2023) 
Best Abstract Award, Early Career Addiction Science Showcase, USC Institute for Addiction Science (2022) 
Travel Award, Harvard Center for Research on Computation in Society Rising Stars Workshop (2020) 
Provost Fellowship, University of Southern California (2019 – 2022) 
Conference Travel Award, Association for Medical Education and Research in Substance Abuse (2017) 
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hypothesis. Psychological Medicine, 53(9), 4055-4063. 
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Trials, 129, 107181. 
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associations between insomnia, cannabis use and stress among US veterans. Journal of Sleep Research, e13945. 
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illness. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 13, 883338. 
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trial. BMJ Open Diabetes Research and Care, 10(2), e002631. 
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Saba, S. K., Davis, J. P., Prindle, J. J., Castro, C. A., & Pedersen, E. R. (2021). Associations between symptoms of 
posttraumatic stress disorder, pain, and alcohol use disorder among OEF/OIF/OND veterans. Addictive 
Behaviors, 122, 107031. 
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veterans’ experiences with substance use, recovery, and treatment through photo elicitation. Substance 
Abuse, 38(4), 422-431. 
 
Narayanan, A. K., Harding Jr, J. D., Saba, S. K., Conley, J., & Gordon, A. J. (2016). Left, right, and meeting in the 
middle: Addressing addiction is something we can agree about. Substance Abuse, 37(4), 495-497. 
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Selected Conference Presentations: 
Saba, S. K., Davis, J. P., Prindle, J., Bunyi, J. B., Castro, C. A., & Pedersen, E. R. (April, 2023). Predicting Heavy 
Drinking Trajectories among Veterans: A Data-Driven Approach. Oral presentation. ShowCAIS, USC Center for AI in 
Society, Los Angeles, CA. 
 
Saba, S. K., Davis, J. P., Prindle, J., Bunyi, J. B., & Pedersen, E. R. (March, 2023). Advancing Addiction Science with 
Area-Level Data. Conference Chair’s Choice (oral) presentation. Collaborative Perspectives on Addiction (APA Division 
50) conference. Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Saba, S. K., Davis, J. P., Bricker, J., Christie, N. C., & Pedersen, E. R. (September, 2022). Pain trajectories and 
drinking outcomes during COVID-19 among veterans. Oral presentation. World Congress of Pain. Toronto, ON. 
 
Saba, S. K., Lee, J. O., Rousson, A., & Herrenkohl, T. I. (June, 2021). Does partner warmth moderate the 
relationship between childhood sexual abuse and somatic symptoms in adulthood? Symposium (oral) presentation. 
Society for Prevention Research conference. Online conference. 
 
Saba SK. (Oct 2017). Mindfulness training for stress management and addiction  recovery in recently homeless 
veterans. Oral presentation, The 9th Annual McGinley-Rice Symposium on Social Justice for Vulnerable Populations: 
The Face of the Person With An Addiction. Duquesne University School of Nursing. Pittsburgh, PA. 
 
Saba SK, Jones AL, Broyles LM, Gordon AJ. (Nov 2016). Retention in a primary care clinic for homeless veterans 
with substance use disorders. Poster presentation, 2016 Annual Meeting of the Association of Medical Education and 
Research on Substance Abuse (AMERSA). Washington, DC.  
 
Professional Memberships/Licensure: 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW), Pennsylvania  
Society for Social Work and Research (Member) 
APA Division of Addiction Psychology (Member) 
International Association for the Study of Pain (Member) 
VA Addiction Fellowship Alumni (Member) 
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