
VISUAL
SOCIAL WORK
The Visual Social Work graduate certificate introduces students to visual 
approaches for understanding, communicating about and creating 
innovative solutions for responding to complex social justice issues.

The Visual Social Work certificate is for students interested 
in building a skillset in visual methods of inquiry to develop a 
deeper understanding of the human experience. 
Methods including digital storytelling, photo voice, textiles, 
documentary film, oral testimony and street art.

What is Visual Social Work at USC?

Designed for students interested in expanding their skillset for 
understanding and responding to complex human problems 
through storytelling and visual methodologies. This certificate is 
for those who desire the first-person voice in the testimonial to 
bring the viewer into the world of the storyteller’s experience. 
Students are trained in how to examine issues visually, drawing 
from social work and other disciplines, qualitative research and 
archival material. 

The Visual Social Work certificate is available to all Master of 
Social Work students (on-campus and online options), and 
graduate students or employed professionals from other 
disciplines.

LEARN MORE
What to expect in the Visual Social Work certificate and required 
courses.

APPLY NOW
Complete the application form.

VISUAL SOCIAL WORK FACULTY LEAD
Sara Schwartz
Associate Teaching Professor of Social Work
saraschw@usc.edu

GRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdVK9NS0T_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcAbAU4ikp0
https://catalogue.usc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=18&poid=26154&returnto=7464
https://catalogue.usc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=18&poid=26154&returnto=7464
https://dworakpeck.usc.edu/sites/default/files/2022-08/SOWK%20Graduate%20Certificate%20Add%20Form%20%28fillable%29.pdf
mailto:saraschw%40usc.edu?subject=

