
MARÍA P. ARANDA 

RESEARCH AWARDS SINCE 2020 

 
2018-2025 Co-Investigator, and Director, Outreach, Recruitment and Engagement Core (ORE), 

USC Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center. National Institute on Aging, 5P 
50AG005142. (M/PIs: Helena Chui, Arthur Toga, & Berislav Zlokovic). Los Angeles, CA. 
($16,500,00) 

 
2018-2023 Co-Investigator, and Lead, Research Education Core (REC), USC Research Center on 

Alzheimer’s Disease-Minority Aging Research (AD-RCMAR). National Institute on Aging, 
2P 30AG043073. (M/PIs: Dana Goldman, Julie Zissimopoulos). ($4,229,511) 

 
2020-2022 Principal Investigator, SoCal Savvy: Testing Savvy Caregiver in a Racially and 

Ethnically Diverse Sample in Southern California. State of California, Department of 
Public Health, Alzheimer’s Disease Program, 19-10538. ($897,125) 

 
2019-2022 Prinicipal Investigator, Unidos en el Cuidado: The Savvy Caregiver: Translation, 

Transformation, and Feasibility of Evidenced-Based Program for Dementia Caregivers. 
011069-00001. Project Subaward: Alzheimer’s Los Angeles (UniHealth, & Administration 
on Community Living, PI: Debra Cherry). ($60,000) 

 
2019-2021 Principal Investigator, Interdisciplinary Aging Research to Address Health Disparities in 

Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias. National Institute on Aging, 
5R13AG063477. ($100,000) 

 
2020-21 Co-Investigator, NIA AD/ADRD Health Care Systems Research Collaboratory, IMPACT 

Collaboratory, National Institute on Aging, 1U54AG063546-01. (M/PIs:  Vincent Mor, 
Susan Mitchell) 

 
2019-20 Consultant, Health Equity Team (HET). NIA AD/ADRD Health Care Systems Research 

Collaboratory, National Institute on Aging, 1U54AG063546-01. (M/PIs:  Vincent Mor, 
Susan Mitchell) 

 
2017 Principal Investigator, A Program for Families Caring for a Loved One with Dementia 

(Savvy Caregiver Program). 12-2602-3600. Research Council, USC Suzanne Dworak-
Peck School of Social Work, Los Angeles, CA. ($15,000) 

 
2017 Principal Investigator, Establishing Rates of Caregiving to Adults with Physical and 

Cognitive Disabilities in Home- and Community-Based Services. St. Barnabas Senior 
Services & AARP, Los Angeles, CA. ($20,000) 

 
2017-2018 Co-Investigator, Fitting Local EMS Response to Multi-Need Older Adults through a 

Community-Engaged Process. UL1TR001855. Research Council, Southern California 
Clinical and Translational Science Institute (SC CTSI) CA. (PIs: William Vega, & Ellen F. 
Olshansky). ($38,800) 

 
2017-2018  Co-Investigator, Harmonizing US Datasets to Enhance the Study of Cognitive           

Health in Older Minority Populations, Research Council (12-2602-3600). USC Suzanne    
Dworak- Peck School of Social Work, Los Angeles, CA. (PI: Donald Lloyd). ($15,000) 

 
2015-2018 Principal Investigator, Caregiving to Diverse Families in Los Angeles County, California 

Community Foundation (CCFI). 53-5600-1612. Los Angeles, CA ($100,000) 
 



2014-2018 Principal Investigator, Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI), AD-
1403-13904, Programa Esperanza (Project Hope). Addressing Disparities. ($1.5 million) 

 
2014-2015 Principal Investigator, Southern California Clinical and Translational Science Institute 

(SC CTSI). Office of Research Development, and USC School of Social Work. 
5UL1TR000130. Bringing Evidence-Based Programs to Historically Underrepresented 
Older Minorities. University of Southern California. ($100,000) 

 
2014-2016 Principal Investigator, Project Site. Improving the Health of Older Adults Using 

Integrated Networks for Medical Care and Social Services. 53-5600-9100. Partners in 
Care Foundation in conjunction with the Administration of Community Living, and the 
John A. Hartford Foundation, Los Angeles. (PI: W. June Simmons). ($80,000)   

 
2013-2016 Co-Investigator, A Helping Hand to Activate Patient-Centered Depression Care among 

Low-Income Patients. AD-1304-7364. Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute 
(PCORI). Los Angeles, CA. (PI: Kathleen Ell). ($1,295,708) 

 
2013-2014 Co-Investigator, and Director of the Professional Development and Training Core 

(PDTC), Hartford Academic Center of Excellence in Geriatric Social Work. 2012-0156. 
Los Angeles, CA (PI: Karen D. Lincoln). ($140,000) 

 
2012-2013 Co-Investigator, An Examination of Treatment-Relevant Patient Characteristics in the 

USC ADRC Data Set. 5P50AG005142-28. USC Alzheimer Disease Research Center. 
(PI: William A. Vega). ($50,000) 

 
2011-2013 Principal Investigator, PST.Net:  A Pilot Study of Teletherapy Depression Treatment for 

Older Adults. 1226013502. The USC Edward R. Roybal Institute on Aging, University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles.  ($30,000) 

 
2010-2011 Principal Investigator, Testing of a Frailty Diagnostic Measure for Low-Income, 

Medically-Ill Older Adults with Depression. UL1RR031986. The Los Angeles Basin 

Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI), Office of Research Development, 

University of Southern California. ($39,996) 

2009-2012 Principal Investigator, Enhanced Geriatric Depression Treatment in Adult Day Health 
Care. 5R21MH080624. National Institute of Mental Health. ($452,442) 

 
2009-2011 Co-Investigator, Risk and Protective Factors for Depression Among Racial Groups. 

5R01MH084963. National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). (PI: Karen Lincoln). 

($823,807) 

2009-2010 Principal Investigator, Paths to Wellness for African Americans in Adult Day Care. 12-

2602-4500. The Larson Endowment for Innovative Research, USC Hamovitch Research 

Center, USC School of Social Work. ($39,996) 

2004-2005 Principal Investigator, Depression and Cardiovascular-Related Mortality Among Older 

Mexican Americans:  A Prospective Community-Based Study. APP-05-00736. The 

Larson Endowment for Innovative Research, The Hamovitch Research Center, USC 

School of Social Work. ($39,998) 

2004-2005 Co-Investigator, Multifaceted Oncology Depression Program (MODP).  5R01CA105269. 

National Cancer Institute.  (P.I.: Kathleen R. Ell). ($1,056,966) 

2003-2005 Principal Investigator, The Sociocultural Stress and Coping Model for Mental Health 

Outcomes among Older Latinos in Long Term Care:  Contributors to and Mediators of 



Depression in a U.S.-Born and Immigrant Sample. UPIRB 03-11-268. John A. Hartford 

Foundation and the Gerontological Society of America. ($100,000)   

2003-2005 Principal Investigator, An Empirical Study of the Relationship between Immigrant 

Status, Religious Coping, and Psychological Well Being in a Community Sample of Older 

Latinos.  USC Center for Religion and Civic Culture, Small Grants for Individual Faculty, 

Pew Charitable Trusts.  ($2,500)   

2002-2005 Principal Investigator, The Experience of Depression in Older Latinos. Minority 

Investigator Research Supplement. R24MH61700. National Institute of Mental Health  

2002-2005 Co-Investigator, Multifaceted Home Care Depression Program (Project HOPE-D).  

5R21MH061700. National Institute of Mental Health.  (P.I.: Kathleen R. Ell, USC School 

of Social Work).  ($1,642,035)   

2002-2004 Co-Investigator, Multifaceted Oncology Depression Program (IMPAACT).  

5R01CA94827. National Cancer Institute.  (P.I.: Kathleen R. Ell, USC School of Social 

Work). ($1,905,386)   

2000-2003 Principal Investigator, Assisting Family Caregivers of Persons Aging with a Disability.  

LAREI1891-00-09. National Institute of Disability Rehabilitation and Research. ($85,974)   

 


